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Your Most Important Work
This is very personal. I’ve battled over whether I should
share it—but finally sensed I should.
A few days ago, a man arrived at my door and handed
me an envelope. Inside was a check for the Evangelism
Center and a handwritten note: “I truly believe this is the
time of your most important work in Jesus’ name.”
I have been having some very close times with my
Heavenly Father. I’ve had a strong sense of key work I am
yet to do for Him. I have kept offering myself to Him as a
living sacrifice to do whatever he wishes out of my
remaining strength and years.
Remarkable things have happened:
 At the request of the general church, I have
completed a twelve-lesson online course on
witnessing, s oon
to
be
available
at
thediscipleshipplace.com. It is estimated 2000-3000
people will take the class over the next three years.
 After revision, my previous book, The Bible Speaks
To Me About My Witness, has been freshly
published and is available through me privately.
 This same book is available for free anywhere in the
world through the Wesleyan Holiness Digital Library.
Go to whdl.com.
 A recent six-month report from The Foundry
Publishing indicates that Basic Bible Studies in its
several English forms has now passed 744,000.
 Key denominational leaders are expressing new
concerns to urge evangelism and witness.
 The four-hour seminar, Witnessing Without Fear,
which I have taught over 330 times, is being
consistently requested by pastors and
superintendents in places where I speak publically.
 Encouraging opportunities to preach or teach in
revivals, campmeetings, and pastor trainings are
repeatedly being offered to me.
At this age and stage of my life, I am very humbled and
grateful for these opportunities. O God, use me to Your
glory!

- Chic Shaver
Thank You, Alma!
Alma came and introduced herself to me at the July
Georgia Campmeeting. Suddenly, a light bulb turned on in
my mind: “Alma, you’re the lady who helped me start the
Evangelism Center!”
It was 1993, and I was just starting the center, needed
funds, and asked a Georgia pastor to suggest someone to
help me. He suggested Alma, so I approached her and told
her our need. Over the next two years, she sent a check of
$50 or $100 or $200—I can’t remember which—every

month. How that blessed the Evangelism Center and sent it
into its strong growth pattern.
Today, Alma is 96, and she still drives her car and
teaches her Sunday School class each Sunday. Every night
I preached, she came and talked to me.
Thank you, Alma, for what you did for Jesus—and are
doing for Jesus. Alma, you prompted me to say thank you
to so many others who pray for Nancy and me and the
ministry of the Evangelism Center. And to those who give
—some $10, some $1000. I don’t say “thank you” in every
newsletter, but my renewed meeting with Alma reminded
me of all of you pray-ers and givers. So, thank you, thank
you in Jesus’ name.

- Chic Shaver
A Real Sanctification
One of the four major burdens God has put on my heart
is that I should urge Christian people to enter the sanctified,
Spirit-filled life. Here is the amazing story of a young adult
man—Chad, in his words:
At age 24, I graduated with my Doctorate of Pharmacy
degree and started my first job as a pharmacist in my
hometown. I had a shiny new car, was making decent
money, and had a beautiful girlfriend. I attended church as
regularly as I could, but it was more of an obligation than
anything. Overall, things couldn’t have been better. I was as
close as I had ever been to living the American dream;
however, something big was missing from my life, as I
would soon realize.
As my relationship with my girlfriend (now my wife) Celia
became more serious, we began to have deeper
conversations about religion. We discovered that our
viewpoints were a little different; I was Baptist, and she was
Nazarene. If I’m totally honest, I had never heard of the
Nazarenes before, so I immediately saw my viewpoint as
superior to hers due to the popularity of my denomination. I
believed wholeheartedly that once a person had been
saved by God, there was nothing that could change that—
not even my lifestyle. In my everyday life, I professed to be
a Christian; yet, looking back, I see that my thoughts,
behaviors, and actions were not very different than that of
the non-Christians around me. I didn’t see this as a big
deal, because “we’re all human after all!” There was
apparent sin in my life, but I was under the impression that
there was nothing I could do about it, so I continued along
without much thought. However, I came to realize that Celia
thought differently: she believed that we are called to live a
life that is holy and pleasing to God, and that, by the help of
the Spirit of God, we can live above willful sin in our lives.
Needless to say, this disagreement quickly became a
point of contention in our relationship. That’s when I
realized that I could solve this problem. Being scientifically

minded, I would research the Bible and gather as much
“evidence” as possible to support my viewpoint, then present
it to Celia in an indisputable way. I knew for a fact that I was
right; I just needed to show her the “proof,” and, once I did,
she would not only be impressed, but this would resolve the
disagreement between us. However, when I set out to unearth this “evidence,” I soon found something entirely different than what I was looking for.
In my searching, I discovered some recurring themes that
I had never noticed before. I came across Scriptures such as:
Mark 13:13 “...but the one who endures to the end will be
saved.”
John 15:6 “If anyone does not remain in union with me, he is
thrown out like a branch and dries up. And men gather those
branches and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.”
Colossians 1:23 “you are holy in His sight, without blemish
and free from accusation...IF you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out
in the gospel.”
Hebrews 10:26 “If we practice sin willfully after having received the accurate knowledge of the truth, there is no longer
any sacrifice for sins left.”
I John 3:6 “no one who abides in Him keeps on sinning…”
(emphases all mine)
I could go on and on, but suffice it to say that I became
greatly overwhelmed by such a clear overarching theme. For
years I had only read the Scriptures in bits and pieces, but,
once I began to delve deeper, I found that this theme of continuing, remaining, and living without sin spanned the entire
Bible. It became immediately evident to me that God does
not intend for us to continue sinning after we are saved—and
that there is much more to this Christian walk than being
saved and then waiting on heaven. My original mission had
backfired. Instead of finding proof that I was right, I began to
see that I was wrong—and I sure dreaded having to admit
that to Celia!
After this, I began to feel God’s clear call to holiness and
a deeper relationship with Him. Not coincidentally, I realized
during this time that my life needed “cleaning up.” I wasn’t too
awful in the world’s view—I didn’t abuse drugs or drink alcohol or hurt people. But I struggled with anger, pride, and selfishness—among other things. With this revelation from God,
things began to change in my life. I began to get excited
about the things of God because I realized the importance of
a relationship for the first time. I decided that I would begin to
really live for God, and hold up my end of this relationship!
These were exciting days! However, I soon grew frustrated
and annoyed because my efforts would fail. The old saying,
“You don’t know how bad you are until you try to be good,”
rang true for me. It seemed that no matter how hard I tried to
change my ways, my thoughts, my behaviors, my habits, I
couldn’t do it with any consistency. I related quite well to
Paul’s words in Romans, chapter 7, when he says, “for I have
the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. I do
not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do
—this I keep on doing.” I failed again and again and again.
Day after day, I grew more and more discontent and angry,
until one day I finally reached a breaking point. I hit my knees
in prayer and began to sob uncontrollably. I told God how
frustrated I was and how I wanted to live for Him, but, no
matter how hard I tried, I couldn’t. I had simply decided that
this holy life I had read about was not something I could
achieve; it was obviously an impossible mandate, and, in my
futile attempts, my heart was broken. I’ll never forget what

happened next; it was at this point I heard the Lord whisper
to my heart, “No, you can’t do it—but I can.” Suddenly, I was
overcome with His presence and realized in a moment what
I was missing; I was trying to do it all in MY strength. I couldn’t change myself; I needed Him to change me! And so, in
that moment, I prayed for more of Him, I admitted that I had
tried with what strength I could muster but it wasn’t
enough—I needed His Spirit to help me. I had reached the
end of me, and that’s right where I found Him waiting. I surrendered my life and my will to the Lord that day—a moment
that I’ll never forget and will always treasure.
Later, I would learn that this “surrender” goes by a few
names: entire sanctification, baptism of the Spirit, second
work of grace, etc. But regardless of what you call it, I know
this: from that moment on, I have been a totally different
man. Something powerful happened to me, and, ever since
then, I have hungered for the Lord in ways I never have before, I have communed with Him daily and uninterruptedly,
and my life was finally “cleaned up”—not by trying harder,
but by surrendering to Him daily and allowing His Spirit to
have His way in my life. The things I struggled with back
then just aren’t an issue anymore. I’m still walking as closely
as I can to Him as I’m led by the Spirit, and it’s made all the
difference in the world in my life. I can definitely reflect back
on that moment of crisis when I gave myself fully to God;
however, I also have come to realize that holiness is very
much a daily process. It’s vital that we reach a moment of
surrender—but we must continue to stay surrendered every
single day of our lives. I can say wholeheartedly through this
experience that the only way to true, lasting spiritual victory
in our lives is through God’s purification of our hearts
through sanctification—and He is faithful to do it if we cooperate with his love and grace.
Months later, this desire to go deeper with God began to
culminate into a call to ministry—and I began to realize how
all of this had come together in a way that only God can orchestrate. I had questions for God, obviously, but He has
been faithful to answer every one along the way. When I
asked Him how I was supposed to be a pastor when I had
just graduated pharmacy school, God sent me a retired minister and former pharmacist who was in town for just a few
months at just the right time. When I realized I couldn’t just
quit my job as a pharmacist due to my student loans, God
introduced me to the first Nazarene pastor I had ever met,
who was a bi-vocational pastor. I began to realize for the
first time that I could be a pharmacist and a pastor, so I continued my pursuit. When I was wrestling with the costs of
seminary on top of my pharmacy school loans, God introduced me to another Nazarene pastor who told me about
the Nazarene Course of Study, which would lead me towards ordination in a much more cost-effective way than
seminary. All along the way, God has answered my questions and doubts. I’m now an ordained elder in the Church of
the Nazarene, and I currently serve as (bi-vocational) Young
Adult Pastor at a church in middle Georgia. I do not know
what God has in store for me in the future, but I do know that
He is already there. His grace is truly sufficient, and, for that,
I’m most thankful! To God be the glory!

John Wesley on Full Salvation
To E.B., March 17, 1771:
“What you now want is, to come boldly to the throne of
grace; that the hunger and thirst which God has given you

may be satisfied. Full salvation* is nigh, even at the door.
Only believe and it is yours.”
The Works of John Wesley, (Kansas City, MO: Nazarene
Publishing House, n.d.), vol. XIII, p. 92
*Note: Full salvation was another term Wesley used for entire
sanctification.

Oswald Chambers - Sanctification
Sanctification is not my idea of what I want God to do for
me, sanctification is God’s idea of what He wants to do for
me, and He has to get me into the attitude of mind and spirit
where at any cost I will let Him sanctify me wholly.
- Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest,
Uhrichsville, Ohio, Barbour Publishing, n.d., Aug. 14

The Evangelism Award
This award of the Witnessing Without Fear album and
$300 is given to the graduate who shows the greatest concern for and effectiveness in reaching lost people for Christ.
The Nazarene Theological Seminary recipient is Linda
Braaten. Linda served as a missionary at the Africa Regional
Office in South Africa from 1999 to 2014 in education and
clergy development with the African Theological Think Tank,
as Books for Pastors project manager, editor of the Out of
Africa e-news, and regional editor. She also worked with
Nazarene Communications Network Africa and with JESUS
Film Harvest Partners administering teams and supplying
teams with discipleship resources translated into local languages. Linda just completed her Masters in Intercultural
Studies at Nazarene Theological Seminary with a certificate
in collaborative urban ministry and development. She coorganized the Center Impact Program, a collaborative team
of civic, faith-based, educational and business leaders in
South Kansas City as a network of mentors who empower
Center School District students to thrive and the Center community to flourish. Christian mentors impact students’ attitudes about life and society, and show them the possibilities
for their future are unlimited. Linda also worked with Prof.
Dennis Solis, the Superintendent of Hickman Mills School
District and the Major of Kansas City Police Department
South Patrol, to develop a collaborative group of faith-based,
civic, educational and business leaders to improve community and police relations around Ruskin High School as a proactive measure to reduce crime. A new project is working
with a Christian NGO and administrators on the Hickman
Mills School District to reduce the homeless student population of over 400 students, which will also provide opportunities for parents and students to interact with churches who
are committed to help them improve their lives spiritually as
well. Linda has been able to use the skills learned as a student of Dr. Shaver’s Personal Evangelism class in 1998
throughout her missionary service and in serving Christ by
serving others in community.

A Youthful Thank-you
One of my Youth Students told me multiple times how
they were impacted by your message. He felt that your sermon was easy to understand, but was also very deep. He
said, “I wish I could take one of his classes at SNU.” Thank
you, Dr. Shaver, for bringing such an amazing sermon to us
that was easy to understand for all generations.

- Michael Preston
Youth Pastor, Lantana Community Fellowship

Scott Rainey
Welcome to Kansas City as the new Director of Sunday
School and Discipleship International. He was one of the
greatest students of evangelism I ever taught in over 30
years at Nazarene Seminary and one of the greatest practitioners of balanced evangelism I have known. Welcome,
Scott.

Hope and Help at Georgia Camp
God blessed us with a great week at Georgia District
Camp Meeting, July 9-15. Laypeople and pastors of all ages
gathered at the Adrian Camp & Conference Center and
found great hope and help in Christ. Praise the Lord! Dr.
Chic Shaver and Dr. Gary Henecke preached powerful, Holy
Spirit-inspired, effective messages, and Pastor Don Hicks
did an excellent job leading music.
When I was recently elected as the new District Superintendent in Georgia, I prayed that God would help me and the
District make and keep evangelism and outreach a top priority. Who better to help us do that than Dr. Chic Shaver, who
has given his life and ministry to that same priority? Dr.
Shaver’s preaching was Biblical, evangelistic, relevant, winsome, and impactful. God used his sermons and teaching
on witnessing to reach us with truth, to refresh us with hope,
and to remind us of our call and responsibility to share the
Good News with people all around us who need Jesus.
And, on a personal level, I just like spending time with Dr.
Chic Shaver. His commitment to Christ and excellence in
everything he does are contagious. We plan to invite him
back to Georgia for a witnessing training day next January,
with the hope that his passion and expertise will “rub off” on
more of us so that more people will be reached for Christ in
Georgia and around the world.

- Rev. Kyle Poole, Georgia District Superintendent
Kind Words from Jess Middendorf
It has been my privilege to work with Dr. Chic Shaver as
a colleague on staff at Kansas City First, as well as in a variety of settings while he was professor of evangelism at
Nazarene Theological Seminary. I have seen him at work in
close proximity, and have a deep appreciation for his work,
his spirit, his passion for evangelism, and preaching and
teaching skills.
Recently, I attended his workshop on Working with Seekers at the Altar. I have heard it before, as well as his workshop, “Witnessing Without Fear.”
In reflecting on the values, the passion, and the consistency of approach utilized by Dr. Shaver, it dawned on me
some time ago that he is a representation of the “Methodist”
approach that gave birth to the Methodist church, and theologically, to the Church of the Nazarene.
Dr. Shaver is predictable. His methods are well thought
through, and he is careful to teach a consistent review of
means, of methods, that are practical, helpful, instructive,
and productive of confidence in those who are listening.
The methodical approach used by Wesley was one of the
strengths of the Wesleyan Revival. I am convinced that Chic
Shaver is more like Wesley in his use of methods than anyone else I know.
Thank God for Chic Shaver.

- Jesse C. Middendorf, General Superintendent Emeritus

M19 Conference

One More Open Date

Don’t miss this important conference, February 11-13,
2019, in Kansas City. The emphasis—Evangelism.

After January meetings in Georgia and Florida, I have
one more open date I prefer to book in the Southeastern
United States, January 19-22, 2019, Saturday (seminar) Tuesday. Phone me at (913) 491-5021.

Living in the Power
This summer the Sunday School class I teach has been
going through the “Living in the Power of the Spirit” material. I
just wanted to say that we’ve truly had a remarkable journey!
My class is unique in that it is mostly made up of men who
are a part of a ministry in town that helps felons re-enter society in a healthy way. Usually 9-13 men are housed in this
ministry called ‘Redemption Road.’ Our church partners with
them for added discipleship opportunity.
Anyway, these men and our regular attendees have truly
enjoyed the material and discovering what it means to be
born of the Spirit, filled with the Spirit, and living in the Spirit.
As we wrap up this summer series, I couldn’t have chosen a
better resource through which to take our men and women.
Thanks for your continued, lasting impact with this material.

- Pastor Matt Zimmer, First Church of the Nazarene, Jamestown, ND
The Bible Speaks to Me About My Witness
This revised book has been published in the last few
months. It is my most complete writing on witnessing. It is
very practical and is geared to help you be a better witness.
The book is $10 and postage and handling is $6. If interested, send a check for $16 made out to C. Shaver. Include a
clear mailing address.

Because You Gave, We Gave




Discipleship materials to missionaries to Poland, Philippines, and South Africa
Discipleship materials to pastors and leaders in Missouri,
Kansas, Illinois, Oklahoma, West Virginia, Maryland,
Delaware, and Florida
A $500 Scholarship for Evangelism Training at Nazarene
Theological Seminary (based on a special gift)

Contributions Were Made in Memory Of…
Cami Cohu
Dr. Terry Gallion
Marjorie L. Knierim

Dan Durick
Leland King
Jim Miner

MINISTRY UPDATE
Total Attendance
Lantana Community Fellowship
Bartonville, TX
West TX Nazarene Campmeeting
Cleburne, TX
Witness Seminar
Pastor Training
Georgia Nazarene Campmeeting
Adrian, GA
Witness Seminar
First Church of the Nazarene
Kansas City, MO
Altar Work Training
Witness Seminar

144

Seekers
3

287
605 (4 sessions)
223 (4 sessions)

22

809
128 (2 sessions)

11

45
31

Our financial commitment to you: The CSCE pledges integrity in gift
management and financial accountability. We are committed to honorable
stewardship of the money God has given us to do the work of evangelism. We are
a faith ministry and depend wholly upon God to supply our needs through the
sensitivity and obedience of His people. All contributions to CSCE are 100% tax
deductible. As a ministry under K.C. First Church of the Nazarene, you will
receive a yearly record of your donations from the church.

- Dr. Chic Shaver
CHIC SHAVER’S UPCOMING MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Sept 8-12
Sept 15-19
Sept 22-26
Oct 13-17
Nov 3-7
Nov 10-14
Jan 5, ‘19

Jan 6-9
Jan 12-16
Jan 26-30
Jan 29
Mar 2-6

First Church of the Nazarene
Fairmont, WV
Revival
Parkville Church of the Nazarene
Baltimore, MD
Revival
Church of the Nazarene
Milford, DE
Revival
Church of the Nazarene
Ottawa, KS
Revival
Church of God (Holiness)
Mexico, MO
Revival
Church of the Nazarene
Pana, IL
Revival
Georgia District Witness Training Seminar
First Church of the Nazarene
Marietta, GA
Seminar
First Church of the Nazarene
Marietta, GA
Revival
Church of the Nazarene
Deland, FL
Revival
Hope Church of the Nazarene
Ankeny, IA
Revival
Iowa District Pastors Witness Training Seminar
Des Moines, IA
Seminar
New Journey Church of God (Holiness)
Belton, MO
Revival

CSCE CONTACT INFORMATION
Chic Shaver Center for Evangelism
12718 High Dr., Leawood, KS 66209
(913) 491-5021, Dr. Shaver’s cell #: (913) 634-6560,
Email: drchicshaver@aol.com VISIT US at: www.drchicshaver.com

